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1. Scope 

1.1 This bylaw controls animal keeping in private property and trapping activities in 
public and private places in Napier City. It sets the requirements for the keeping 
of animals, poultry, bees and reptiles, and the minimum necessary requirements 
for owners for maintaining the principles of animal welfare and for the protection 
of residents and the local community from potential nuisance, excess noise, and 
health hazards. The bylaw is aimed primarily at the keeping of animals as pets or 
for home produce (whether in residential or industrial/commercial environments 
or on a temporary basis for mobile events), but may be applied to any 
circumstance as required.  

1.2 Part 8 subpart 1 of the Local Government Act 2002 (the Act) and other relevant 
legislation such as the Animal Welfare Act 1999, the Wildlife Act 1953, the 
Conservation Act 1987 and the Health Act 1956, outline some of the powers and 
requirements of the Council in regard to animal welfare. Areas of control 
prescribed by this legislation are not necessarily repeated within this bylaw. 
Accordingly the relevant sections of the Act and other relevant Acts should also 
be read. 

1.3 This bylaw comes into force on 1 February 2015. 

1.4  This bylaw revokes the Napier City Animal Control Bylaw 2008. 

1.5 So far as they are applicable, and are not contrary to the provisions of this bylaw, 
the provisions of the Napier City Introductory Bylaw 2014 are incorporated into 
and form part of this bylaw. 

1.6 All Licences or permits issued under the Napier City Animal Control Bylaw 2008, 
after the coming into force of this bylaw are deemed to have been issued under 
this bylaw and are subject to the provisions of this bylaw.  

1.7 All matters and proceedings commenced under the Napier City Animal Control 
Bylaw 2008 pending or in progress on the coming into operation of this bylaw 
may be continued, completed or enforced under this bylaw. 

2. Definitions 

2.1 For the purposes of this bylaw the following definitions apply; 

 LEG HOLD TRAP is a long-spring or double-coil spring type trap intended for the 
capture of any animal by the leg using metal jaws, whether serrated, smooth or 
padded, that does not meet the National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee 
guidelines for humaneness of kill traps under the principles of the Animal Welfare 
Act 1999. It includes any trap prohibited for sale or use by any Ministry for 
Primary Industries regulations.  

 For clarity such traps include spring jaw or gin trap (Lanes Ace) traps, or other 
similar devices made of metal or other hard material having two jaws closing on 
each other and operated by a spring. It does not include a trap designed only to 
trap mice or rats. 

 NUISANCE has the meaning assigned to that term in section 29 of the Health Act 
1956.  












